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Introduction

Since  October 2010, all transfers of
professional players in eleven-a-side football
between clubs of different FIFA member
associations must be processed via FIFA's
International Transfer Matching System (ITMS).

This report is a summary of the activity in
ITMS between 1 June and 1 September
2018, with a focus on clubs from the Big 5:
England, France, Germany, ltaly and Spain.

The months of June, July and August
correspond to the period commonly referred to
as the summer transfer window. In reality,
there is no single transfer window but multiple
registration periods, as each FIFA member
association sets two registration periods at
different times of the year. Nonetheless, this
three-month stretch is typically when global
transfer activity reaches its peak. In 2018, 182
of the 211 FIFA member associations had one
of their two registration periods open at some
point between 1 June and 1 September.

Over 93 days, 8,401 international transfers
were completed around the world. Of this
total, 59.1% were transfers of players out of
contract, 15.7% were permanent transfers?,
13.8% were loans, and 11.4% were transfers
of players returning from a loan.

Only 18.2% of the transfers involved a fee, but
global spending on transfer fees? during these
three months amounted to USD 5.44 billion, a
new record for the period. This brings the total
transfer fees for 2018 so far to USD 7.10
billion, already 11.5% more than the transfer
fees for the entire year in 2017.

As shown in Fig. 1, transfers to the Big 5
represent less than a fifth of all international
transfers. Yet, these same transfers account for
an impressive 77.5% of all global spending on
transfer fees, a tendency that has been
increasing over the years. Spending by the
Big 5 went from being 66.3% more than
the clubs of all other member associations
combined in the summer of 2011, to being
244.9% more this summer.

Fig. 1: Big 5 and the Rest of the World (RoW) - Left: number of transfers and spending between 1 June and 1
September in 2018. Right: spending between 1 June and 1 September over the years
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'An international permanent transfer with a transfer agreement between the two clubs

2Total transfer fees include Fixed fees, Conditional fees, Release (buy out) fees, Solidarity contribution and Training compensation, as declared by clubs in ITMS
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With 1,629 incoming transfers in total,
clubs from the Big 5 completed 0.6% more
transfers than in the summer of last year.
This marks the sixth consecutive increase in
incoming transfer activity by the Big 5. The
number of Big 5 «clubs active on the
international transfer market has increased
from 431 to 443 (+2.8%), while the average
number of incoming transfers per active club
slightly decreased, from 3.76 to 3.68 (-2.1%).

The number of international transfers with fees
has also decreased compared to last summer,
from 604 to 564 (-6.6%). Nonetheless, total
spending by the Big 5 increased once again
from USD 3.95 billion in 20173 to USD 4.21
billion in 2018 (+6.6%). Hence, the average
fee per transfer (among transfers including a
fee) increased by 14.2%, and the clubs that did
spend money spent an average of USD 24.9
million this summer, 9.8% more than one year
ago.

Note: figures for the following paragraphs can
be found starting at page 6.

Fig. 2: Number of incoming transfers to the Big 5
during the summer registration period
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England was the most active association
among the Big 5, as its clubs completed 459
incoming transfers and 522 outgoing transfers.
Once again, English clubs together spent the
most during this period, a grand total of USD
1,440.1 million. This marks the fifth summer in
a row where their spending was above USD 1
billion, something that until now, had not
occurred in any other association.

Italy is in fact the second association to ever
surpass the USD 1 billion mark in spending in a
single registration period. With USD 1,003.9
million spent on incoming transfers, Italian
clubs recorded the largest increase in spending
among the Big 5 (+74.7%). Along with Spain
and France, Italy was one of the three
associations in the Big 5 where the number of
incoming transfers has increased compared to
the summer of 2017 (+9.8%).

Spain spent a total of USD 960.9 million this
summer, 42.2% more than in the same period
in 2017. This sets a new record for Spain and
makes it the only country of the Big 5 besides
Italy where total spending on transfer fees

Fig. 3: Spending on transfer fees by the Big 5 during
the summer registration period
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3In the first version of the Big 5 report on the 2017 summer registration period, transfer fees were converted to USD applying the same conversion rates 3
to all transfers. The report was later replaced with an updated version that follows the same methodology used in all FIFA TMS reports. Namely, the

conversion rate is that of the day of the transfer’s first registration in TMS.



FIFA\TMS

increased compared to last summer. With 426
outgoing transfers and 359 incoming transfers,
Spain recorded the largest net deficit in terms
of volume of transfers.

France’s total spending amounts to USD 418.8
million. While this represents a 37.4% decrease
compared to the record-setting summer of last
year, it is still their second highest spending in a
registration period. Among the Big 5, French
clubs collected the most receipts from outgoing
transfers, a grand total of USD 833.4 million
(+37.5%), confirming their role as a producer
of talents. France is also the only one of the Big
5 for which the average age of incoming
players (24 years, 1 month) was higher than
that of outgoing players (23 years, 7 months).

Germany is, among the five associations, the
one whose clubs spent the least on engaging
players: USD 391.3 million, 31.1% less than in

the same period in 2017. German clubs were
those that relied most heavily on engaging
players out of contract, with 52.3% of their
transfers falling into this category. However,
they also focused on signing young players, as
37.8% of their spending was directed towards
transfers of players under the age of 21. Only
Italy had a similar percentage (39.0%), whereas
England, France, and Spain each invested less
than 15% of their total expenditures in players
under 21.

The biggest spender behind the Big 5 is Saudi
Arabia: Saudi clubs have spent a total of USD
152.1 million on transfer fees this summer, a
+485.4% increase from 2017. They are
followed by Belgium (USD 128.2 million,
+54.0%), Portugal (USD 85.4 million, -1.1%),
the Netherlands (USD 84.9 million, +11.6%),
and China PR (USD 81.8 million, +105.2%).

Fig. 4: Big 5 summer registration period 2018 - Summary
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Leagues

As seen in the previous sections, the Big 5 play
an increasingly dominant role in the
international transfer market when it comes to
spending. Analysing spending within each of
these five member associations, it is evident
that most of the spending actually comes from
a very limited number of clubs, which largely
participate in the competitions of the top
leagues within these associations: the English
Premier League, the French Ligue 1, the
German Bundesliga, the Italian Serie A and the
Spanish LaLiga.

This summer, clubs of the aforementioned five
leagues were responsible for about half of the
incoming transfers to the Big 5, with the Serie
A (72.4% of ltaly's incoming transfers) and
Laliga (37.0% of Spain’s incoming transfers)
being the two extremes. In terms of spending
however, the five leagues combined for a total
of USD 4.00 billion, corresponding to a
staggering 94.8% of the Big 5's total.

Fig. 5: Top leagues’ shares of their respective
association’s incoming transfers and spending during
the summer registration period 2018

Big 5 leagues Trcaonr?fi:rgs Spending
Premier League* 51.2% 90.0%
Ligue 1 45.9% 94.4%
Bundesliga 44.7% 93.8%
Serie A 72.4% 99.8%
LaLiga 37.0% 97.2%
Total 49.8% 94.8%

FIFA World Cup Russia 2018™

This registration period was also the first after
the 2018 FIFA World Cup™ in Russia. Among
the 736 players who represented the 32
participating national teams, 155 were involved
in international transfers over this summer (1
June to 1 September 2018).

Transfers involving such players were notably
different from most other transfers that
occurred in the same period. With an average
age of 27 years and 5 months, these players
were 2 years and 10 months older than the
average players transferred this summer. Also,
67.7% of their transfers involved fees and the
average fee was USD 13.0 million - more than
3.5 times the global average. Finally, 76.1% of
these players went to clubs in UEFA, the vast
majority (67.8%) of which to a club of the Big
5.

Fig. 6: Number of transfers of players competing in
the FIFA World Cup Russia 2018 by engaging
confederation (summer registration period 2018)
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“4Non-English clubs in the Premier League are not included in the calculation, as they are affiliated with other member associations 5
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Summer registration periods 2011 - 2018

Number of incoming transfers Number of outgoing transfers

170 S8 o o 477 52
357 393 389 387
iﬁ.l.l I T ﬁ.ll

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Spending on transfer fees (USD million) Receipts from transfer fees (USD million)

1'465.71'440.1

1012.61'082.91167.5
760.7
3302 423.8 409.2 4424 2222
15 S 225 ] I i ) O
| - —
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Summer registration period 2018
Incoming transfers by type Player age
Incoming Outgoing
< 21 years old 33.6% 28.7%
= On loan 21-24 years old 35.5% 36.4%
® Out of contract 25-28 years old 20.0% 20.3%
[
Return from foan > 29 years old 10.9% 14.6%
Permanent
Average player age 22y 6m 23y 5m
Top transfer streams Top nationalities
From Transfers To Transfers |ncoming Transfers Outgoing Transfers
Scotland 71 Scotland 107 British 149 British 217
Spain 58 Wales 68 French 35 French 39
Wales 50 Spain 62 Irish 30 Spanish 29
France 41 Netherlands 39 Spanish 29 Irish 24
Germany 39 France 34 Dutch 17 Belgian 20
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Summer registration periods 2011 - 2018

Number of incoming transfers Number of outgoing transfers
500 201 224 204 272 254 279 196 227 255 264 259 263 262 258
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Spending on transfer fees (USD million) Receipts from transfer fees (USD million)
1'003.9
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Summer registration period 2018

Incoming transfers by type Player age

Incoming Outgoing
< 21 years old 32.3% 23.6%
= On loan 21-24 years old 39.4% 37.2%
® Out of contract 25-28 years old 15.8% 20.5%
" Return from oan > 29 years old 12.5% 18.6%
Permanent Average player age 22y 10m 24y Om

Top transfer streams Top nationalities
From Transfers To Transfers Incoming Transfers Outgoing Transfers
Spain 35 Spain 25 [talian 30 [talian 50
England 23 France 18 French 24 French 23
Belgium 19 Portugal 17 Argentinian 21 Brazilian 21
France 17 Switzerland 15 Belgian 15 Croatian 19
Netherlands 17 Brazil 13 Croatian 15 Argentinian 18
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Summer registration periods 2011 - 2018

Number of incoming transfers Number of outgoing transfers
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Summer registration period 2018

Incoming transfers by type Player age

Incoming Outgoing
< 21 years old 24.5% 16.4%
= On loan 21-24 years old 32.0% 37.3%
® Out of contract 25-28 years old 24.0% 26.8%
" Return from oan > 29 years old 19.5% 19.5%
Permanent Average player age 24y 1m 24y 8m

Top transfer streams Top nationalities
From Transfers To Transfers Incoming Transfers Outgoing Transfers
England 62 England 58 Spanish 89 Spanish 171
Portugal 28 Italy 35 French 29 Argentinian 34
France 27 France 28 Argentinian 27 Uruguayan 22
Italy 25 Argentina 22 Portuguese 26 Brazilian 18
Belgium 15 Poland 20 Brazilian 21 Portuguese 17
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Summer registration periods 2011 - 2018

Number of incoming transfers Number of outgoing transfers
268 251 280 278 268 303
158 161 183 193 o 204 230
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Spending on transfer fees (USD million) Receipts from transfer fees (USD million)
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Summer registration period 2018
Incoming transfers by type Player age
Incoming Outgoing
< 21 years old 21.3% 22.4%
= On loan 21-24 years old 36.2% 37.6%
® Out of contract 25-28 years old 25.7% 27.7%
[
Return from foan > 29 years old 16.8% 12.2%
Permanent
Average player age 24y 1m 23y 7m
Top transfer streams Top nationalities
From Transfers To Transfers Incomi ng Transfers Ou‘tgoing Transfers
England 34 Belgium 47 French 81 French 185
Belgium 29 England 41 Portuguese 18 Brazilian 11
Spain 28 Spain 27 Senegalese 16 Algerian 9
Italy 18 Germany 21 Spanish 16 Portuguese 9
Portugal 16 Italy 17 Belgian 14 Spanish 8
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Summer registration periods 2011 - 2018

Number of incoming transfers

Number of outgoing transfers

jo0 217 236 231 oiSay 265 272 264
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Spending on transfer fees (USD million)
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Receipts from transfer fees (USD million)
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Summer registration period 2018

Incoming transfers by type

® On loan
B Out of contract
Return from loan

Permanent

Top transfer streams

From Transfers To Transfers
Austria 33 England 39
England 30 Turkey 31
Netherlands 22 Austria 21
France 21 Netherlands 20
Switzerland 16 Switzerland 15

Player age

Incoming Outgoing
< 21 years old 29.5% 22.2%
21-24 years old 37.5% 37.4%
25-28 years old 25.4% 24.5%
> 29 years old 7.6% 16.0%
Average player age 22y 11m 23y 10m

Top nationalities

Incoming Transfers Outgoing Transfers
German 54 German 91
Austrian 19 Turkish 20
French 18 Austrian 11
Dutch 13 Brazilian 10
Croatian 12 Swiss 10

10
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DIGCLAIMER

General disclaimer

The information contained in this report is based on
individual transaction data provided directly by football
clubs and associations in [TMS. FIFA assumes no
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness and reliability
of the information provided by the clubs and associations.

With regards to technical references possibly included in
the present report, please be advised that in the event of
any contradiction between the contents of this report and
the actual text of the relevant regulations, the latter shall
always prevail. Equally, the contents of this report may
not alter existing jurisprudence of the competent decision
-making bodies and is without prejudice to any decision
which the said bodies might be called upon to pass in the
future.

“Spending/receipts by association” refers to spending or
receipts on transfer fees by clubs belonging to a specific

association.

Due to the nature of the ITMS database, the presence of
pending transfers, the potential cancellation of transfers,
and data correction, numbers may differ from one report
to another. In the event of any contradiction between the
content of this report and other publications by FIFA, the
most recent shall always prevail.

All information contained herein is exclusively owned by
FIFA, except as otherwise provided herein. The
reproduction of any such images, trademarks, text or any
and all content (even partially) is strictly prohibited unless
express prior approval is obtained from FIFA, and/or the
author of such works (as the case may be). Any views
expressed in this report do not necessarily reflect those of
FIFA.

Source of data

The source of all data and information (unless explicitly
indicated differently) is:

FIFA TMS Global Transfers and Compliance
Zurich, Switzerland

Methodological approach

Data and analyses provided only concern international
transfers of professional male football players within the
scope of 11-a-side football.

Transfer data has been analysed for transfers completed
between 1 January 2011 and 1 September 2018. All data
has been extracted from [TMS on 12 September 2018.

Transfers are allocated to a certain date according to the
date when they reach the status of “ITC request” in
ITMS, irrespective of the date of their first entry.

All information on transfer fees is automatically converted
into US dollars on the basis of conversion rates as of the
day of the transfer’s first registration in [TMS.

Tables with rankings (e.g. top 10 associations by number
of transfers) may present multiple entries with the same
values. In some cases (e.g. two associations ranked 10th),
entries may be left out based on sorting in alphabetical
order.

Numbers in the report are rounded.

Data protection

The data contained in ITMS and in this report are covered
by Swiss data protection law. Those associations and
clubs whose names appear in this report have expressly
authorised FIFA to disclose information concerning their
transfers for reporting purposes.




